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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Friends, 
 As the crisp autumn air will soon settle in and the vibrant colors of fall will adorn the 
landscape, I want to take a moment to reflect on the incredible year we’ve had and share some 
exciting news as we move into the final months of 2024. 
 
Reflecting on Our Achievements 
 This year has been one of just maintaining for the Friends of Devil’s Den State Park. Our 
dedicated volunteers have continued to provide for needs of the park to maintain trails, 
organize events, and support the park in every way possible. Thanks to those who have 
continued with their commitment to the cause. 
 
Get Involved 
 If you haven’t already, now is the perfect time to renew your membership or join as a 
new member. Your contributions directly impact the preservation and improvement of Devil’s 
Den State Park. Additionally, we’re always looking for more volunteers—whether you’re 
interested in trail maintenance, event planning, or educational outreach, there’s a place for you 
in our community. 
 
Thank You 
 None of our achievements would be possible without the passion and dedication of our 
members and volunteers. Thank you for being part of this journey and for your love of Devil’s 
Den State Park. Together, we ensure that this beautiful place continues to inspire and provide 
solace to all who visit. 
 
 Wishing you all a wonderful fall season. I look forward to seeing you at the park! 

 
Warm regards, Myra Collins, President 
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COMING SOON AT  
DEVIL’S DEN STATE PARK 

 
As we approach September, the signs of Fall are beginning to show. The diverse deciduous 
forest of North America, with its array of trees, will soon start to change. Keep an eye out for 
the first hints of red from the black gum trees, a true testament to the beauty of our natural 
surroundings.   
 

Fall also brings our annual 
mountain bike race, the 
Northwest Arkansas 
Mountain Bike 
Championships, a major park 
event that wouldn't be 
possible without the support 
of The Friends. This year, 
we're celebrating its 35th 
anniversary, making it the 
oldest mountain bike event 
in the state. The first event 

occurred in 1989 at Devil’s Den, the “Birthplace of Arkansas Mountain Biking.”     
 

Speaking of changes, longtime Superintendent Monte Fuller retired to reside in Eureka Springs 
last April. Monte has been at the park for 19 years and has overseen several significant projects. 
We wish him well. Jay T. Schneider, formerly of Hobbs State Park-
Conservation Area, replaced him. Jay grew up in Washington, Kansas, and 
holds a bachelor’s degree from Kansas State University and a master’s 
degree in interpretation from Stephen F. Austin State University. He spent 
four years at Fontenelle Nature Association in Omaha, Nebraska, but since 
1999, he has worked seasonally or full-time in historical and natural 
Arkansas State Parks. While an interpreter at Lake Fort Smith, he played a 
critical role in developing the park’s interpretive and exhibit plan. From 
there, he moved to Hobbs as the Superintendent II. There, he led a solid 
interpretive team that helped raise the local school's science scores. Jay is active in the National 
Association of Interpretation and is an adjunct professor at Stephen F. Austin. He has been 



married to Brandi for 26 years, and they have a son, Thomas, a senior at The U of A. Jay is 
excited to lead a team of dedicated staff for one of the flagship state parks. 
 
On a completely different note, Wallace Keck, a former employee, has written a book about his 
experience at the park.  The book “In the Devil’s Den, Journals of a Park Interpreter” is for sale 

on Amazon.  Here is the book's note to the readers: The 
following is a true story of the life and experiences of a park 
interpreter (naturalist, ranger) in Devil's Den State Park, living 
in a log cabin in the Ozark Mountains of Arkansas during the 
years 1988-1994). One employee continues to work at the 
park, but the rest have moved on to other positions or 
retirement. Some have passed away. The day quickly 
approaches when few or none will remember the stories, the 
experiences, or histories of life in the Upper Lee Creek Valley 
unless perchance someone writes them down. The historic 
record of the park is lost more quickly than it is made. 
 
The audience for this book is first and foremost the park 
visitor who surveys the awe-inspiring landscape and ponders, 
"What's the story here?" How did this come to be? Other 
audiences include local historians, naturalists, and college 
students preparing to enter the profession. A larger 

readership might include the men and women who protect the nation's treasured places. May 
they be encouraged regardless of where they serve, that theirs is a noble calling. 

 
Tim V Scott 

Assistant Superintendent 
          Devil’s Den State Park  

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0D8RWG35K?ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_fed_asin_title
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0D8RWG35K?ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_fed_asin_title


 
 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

AGENDA 
FDDSP Membership Meeting 

September 16, 2024 
Call to order 3:00 pm in A/V room 
Approval of March 2024 minutes 
 Board minutes: 3/2/2024; 7/31/2024; 8/20/2024 
Financial Report  2024 YTD 
Membership Report 
Old Business 
 Future of organization 
 Water outside Visitor Center 
New Business 
 Park Staff report and requests on 2024 and 2025 Events 
 2025 Budget 
Election of Officers  (Present Officers:  Myra Collins  President; John Collins Vice-President; 

Aimee Crochet Secretary--term limited; John Crochet Treasurer--term limited) 
Adjournment 
 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

MINUTES 
FRIENDS OF DEVIL’S DEN STATE PARK INC. 

Membership Meeting March 2, 2024 
 

The semi-annual membership meeting of the Friends of Devil’s Den State Park Inc. was called to 
order about 10:36 a.m. in the A/V Room of the Visitor Center by President Myra Collins.  Also 
present were Vice-President John Collins, Treasurer John Crochet, Harry Harnish, and Park 
Interpreter Kara Helton. 
 
John Crochet presented proxies from Pat and Carole Huff and Martha and Thurman Ragar with 
no representative named. The Chair appoints John Collins as proxy representative for those 
proxies where the representative is not named or not present or is the Chair.  A proxy from 
Aimee Crochet was previously submitted at the earlier Board of Directors meeting naming John 
Crochet as her proxy for that meeting and this one also. 
 
John Crochet moves to adopt the Sept.2023 minutes as published in the newsletter and to 
ratify all actions taken at the meeting despite possible lack of a quorum (in particular that most 
proxies provided for the chair to appoint a “member” but the person appointed was not one) 
and any other informalities.  John Collins seconds the motion, and it is passed by voice vote 
with no objection. 
 



Financial Report 
 Treasurer John Crochet presents a report covering the full year 2023.    The Treasurer also 
presented a report for 2024 Year to Date.  He pointed out that the Jack Miller memorial fund 
has raised $425.00. Also that the amounts in “Authorized and outstanding” are blank because 
we have not yet adopted a budget for 2024. Harry Harnish moves and John Collins seconds to 
accept both reports, which passed without objection. 
 
Membership Report 
 John Crochet reports we have 5 Individual Memberships (including 1 Lifetime Membership) 
and 14 Family Memberships, for 19 Total Memberships and 33 Voting members so our Quorum 
for On Agenda items is 4 or for Off Agenda is 11.   For a 10 year look back (2014-2023):  7 new 
memberships which are still active, 5 new memberships which were dropped, 11 total dropped 
memberships of which 4 were deceased. 
 
Requests from Park Staff 
 Kara Helton reports that all Park requests are included in the proposed Budget to be 
considered later in the meeting. 
 
Old Business 
 Water outside Visitor Center:  Martha Ragar inquired about there being no water hydrants 
or fountains outside the Visitor Center before the last meeting.  Tim Scott told John Crochet 
that repairs of the plumbing in the stone pedestal in front was coming soon which John 
reported at the last meeting.    Kara now tells us it is still pending. 
 2024 Budget:   The proposed budget was introduced at the September meeting and referred 
to the Board of Directors.  The Board recommends the following amendments 
PO Box & Postage    $100.00 amended to $125.00  
Holiday Open House (Oct & Dec) $30.00 amended to $50.00 
Signs of Spring    $250.00 amended to $253.26  
John Crochet moves and Harry Harnish seconds that the budget proposal be so amended, and 
by voice vote without objection it was so amended.   John Crochet moves and Harry Harnish 
seconds the budget as so amended be adopted, and by voice vote without objection it was so 
ordered. 
 
New Business 
Park Staff report on 2024 Events: 
 Kara reports that planning continues for the Total Solar Eclipse (partial here) of April 8.   
 Signs of Spring will be April 19-21.   
 Birder Weekend will be the first weekend in May.   
 Planning for Bat-O-Rama the weekend of June 7 is proceeding with the possibility of a 
presentation with VR headset by Kevin Pierson of Bat Conservation Inc. (likely for free—we 
have allocated $200 in the budget).   
 June 22 Kids Fishing Derby.   
 7/4 Devil’s Den Games.   
 9/7 Lee Creek Cleanup.   



 9/14 Bike Race.   
 Fall Fest October 12 (we have budgeted for candy).   
 Holiday Open House will be all day (we increased the budget as cookies ran out quickly last 
year). 
 
 Succession of Officers—John Crochet reported that President Jack Miller died December 30, 
2023.  To fill his vacancy the remaining officers named by consensus Myra Collins, and also John 
Collins to fill the resulting vacancy in the office of Vice President; Aimee Crochet Secretary and  
John Crochet Treasurer continue in those offices.   
 
 Donation of CCC photos and artifacts:  Terry Lister donated to us  various CCC artifacts 
(photos, CCC cap, and yearbooks) collected by his father Roy Lister and granted us and the Park 
license to use the images.  The items were turned over to Kara Helton for the Park. 
 
 Award presentations: The Chair presented the following certificates: 
Pat & Carole Huff    Devil's Den & Dillwyn Paxson  
Jack & Jo Anne Miller      Vista Point (Certificate to Judy Harmon) 
John & Aimee Crochet  Yellow Rock 
Thurman & Martha Ragar  Butterfield Trail 
Rick Turnbull & Karen Shapland  Butterfield Trail 
Dennis & Kathy Shelton  Quail Valley 
Stan & Julie Vogt    Quail Valley 
 
 Future of our organization: 
 John Crochet related that we need 4 officers (3 year term limits) and 3 Chairs (Membership, 
Newsletter, Volunteers) who can be officers.  Almost all the functions have fallen on John as 
people age and die (and John is also aging).  We need multiple people knowing how to do the 
functions.  We have trouble getting 3 members at meetings (Chair, motion, second) with 
proxies to do business.  Workdays had been basically Jack and John doing busy work, used to be 
something to look forward to.  Membership is dwindling.  We are still getting money (including 
restricted donations for Bike Race) but getting less and less (Jack gave $200/yr to the Bike 
Race).  So we need to either expand or wind down our operations and find another non-profit 
to give our remaining funds to (preferably with an agreement to fund specific programs for the 
Park as long as the money holds out). 
 Myra and John Collins will step in when they are able but have other commitments.  They 
do have some leads on possible new, active members they will try to recruit. 
 The consensus was that we would make the decision to ramp up or ramp down at the 
September meeting based on who has expressed sufficient interest in serving. 
 
 John Collins moved to adjourn seconded by Harry Harnish.  Without objection we adjourned 
until September 14, 2024 after the Bike Race (time and place to be determined). 

 
       John Crochet, Treasurer 



Calendar of Events  2024 
NWA Mountain Bike Championships*  September 14 
Lee Creek Cleanup  September 7 
Fall Fest*  October 12 
Holiday Open House*  December 21 
 
*Denotes a Friends of Devil's Den sponsored event or activity 

 
 

 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please fill out and sign if you are unable to attend our meeting. Mail to Friends of Devil's Den State Park, Inc.,  PO Box 623, West Fork, AR 72774-0623 

 

PROXY 
I hereby appoint ______________________________________, or, in his/her absence or inability or unwillingness to serve or if left blank, a person  
present appointed by the presiding officer, as my proxy at the September, 2024  membership meeting of Friends of Devil's Den State Park, Inc., 
with the following instructions: 
 
 
To abstain on all other matters.                                                                                                              Date:  __________________ 
This proxy is revocable upon written notice to the Secretary or upon my attendance at the meeting. 
 
Print name:____________________________________  Signature:_______________________________________________________ 

For family memberships, complete for second voting member: 
 
 

Print name:____________________________________  Signature:_______________________________________________________ 


